SRS AIRBAG

B Vehicle with driver’s side and passenger’s side airbags and lap/
shoulder restraints

/A WARNING

e To obtain maximum protection in the event of an accident, the
driver and all passengers in the vehicle should always wear seat
belts when the vehicle is moving. The SRS AIRBAG does not do
away with the need to fasten seat belts. In combination with the seat
belts, it offers the best combined protection in case of a serious ac-
cident.

Not wearing a seat belt increases the chance of severe injury or
death in a crash even when the car has the SRS AIRBAG.

For instructions and precautions concerning the seat belt system,
see the sections 3-point Type Seat Belts and 2-point Type Seat Belts.
e Do not place any objects over the SRS AIRBAG cover or between
you and the SRS AIRBAG. If the SRS AIRBAG deploys, those ob-
jects could interfere with its proper operation and could be pro-
pelled inside the car and cause injury.

e Do not sit or lean unnecessarily close to the SRS AIRBAG. The
SRS AIRBAG deploys with considerable force and can injure an oc-
cupant whose body is too close to it. It is also important to wear
your seat belt to help avoid injuries that can result when the SRS
AIRBAG contacts an occupant not in proper position.

e Do not install a rearward facing child seat in the front seat. Doing
so risks serious injury to the chiild by placing the child’s head too
close to the SRS AIRBAG. Because of the SRS AIRBAG, we strongly
recommend that you do not put any type of child seat in the front
passenger seat. if, however, you do install a forward facing child
seat in the front seat, slide the seat to its rear-most position.

e To avoid accidental actuation of the system or rendering the sys-
tem inoperative, which may result in serious injury, no modifications
should be made to any components or wiring of the SRS AIRBAG.
This includes the installation of “custom” steering wheels or addi-
tional trim material, or badges over the steering wheel hub. Installa-
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tion of additional electrical/electronic equipment on or near SRS
AIRBAG components and/or wiring is not advisable.

NOTE
The SRS AIRBAG can function only when the ignition switch is in the
“ON" position.

The SRS (Supplemental Restraint System) AIRBAG in your vehicle af- -
fords the driver and front seat passenger additional protection during a
frontal collision. This system is available for the driver and front seat pas-
senger and is designed to supplement the protection provided by the
seat belt.

The SRS AIRBAG is designed to deploy in the event of an accident in-
volving a moderate to severe frontal collision. It is not designed to assist
the driver and front seat passenger in lesser frontal impacts, in side or
rear impacts or in roll-over accidents. The SRS AIRBAG is designed to
function on a one-time-only basis. In the event that the SRS AIRBAG is
deployed, replacement of the system must be performed only by an au-
thorized SUBARU dealer. When the components of SRS AIRBAG are re-
placed, use only genuine SUBARU parts.

The driver's side SRS AIRBAG is stored in the center portion of the steer-
ing wheel. The passenger's side SRS AIRBAG is stored near the top of
the dashboard under marked “SRS AIRBAG".

If either of the front sensors and safety sensor in the airbag control mod-
ule (OUTBACK models) or the impact sensors in the airbag control mod-
ule (all models except OUTBACK) detect a certain predetermined
amount of force during a frontal or front-angled collision, both driver's
and passenger's side airbags deploy instantly at the same time to help
prevent the driver and right front seat passenger from contacting the
steering wheel or dashboard. After the deployment, the airbags immedi-
ately start to deflate so that the driver’s vision is not obstructed.
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OUTBACK models

AIRBAG module
(Driver's side)

Front sensor (RH)
Front sensor (LH)

AIRBAG module
(Passenger’s side)

AIRBAG control module
(including safety sensor) OM-H2723

Driver’s side Passenger’s side

Airbags deploy
as soon as a
collision occurs.

After deployment,
airbags start to
deflate immedi-
ately so that the
driver’s vision is
not obstructed.

OM-H0384
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All models except OUTBACK

AIRBAG module

(Driver’s side) /

AIRBAG control module
(including safety sensor)

OM-H2724

Airbags deploy
as soonasa
collision occurs.

After deployment,
airbags start to
deflate immedi-
ately so that the
driver’s vision is
not obstructed.

Driver’s side Passenger’s side

OM-H2725
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M System monitors

7
AIRBAG indicator light OM-H2414

A diagnostic system continually monitors the readiness of the SRS AIR-
BAG while the vehicle is being driven. The AIRBAG indicator light will
show normal system operation by lighting for about 8 seconds when the
ignition key is first turned to the “ON" position and then turning off.

The following components are monitored by the indicator:

® Right front sensor (OUTBACK models only)

Left front sensor (OUTBACK models only)

AIRBAG control module

AIRBAG module (driver's side)

AIRBAG module (passenger's side)

All related wiring

In the event of a malfunction indicated by any of following, the vehicle
should be taken promptly to your nearest SUBARU dealer to have the
system checked. Unless checked and repaired, the SRS AIRBAG will not
function reliably:

e Flashing or flickering of the indicator light.

e Failure of the indicator light to illuminate when the ignition switch is
first turned to the “ON” position.

o Continuous illumination of the indicator light.

e lllumination of the indicator light while driving.
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M Safety guidelines for the SRS AIRBAG

During a moderate to severe frontal impact, a sudden, fairly loud inflation
noise will be heard and some smoke will be released. These occur-
rences are normal and not harmful. This smoke does not indicate a fire in
the vehicle.

Although it is highly unlikely that the SRS AIRBAG would activate in a
non-accident situation, should it occur, the bag will deflate quickly, not
obscuring vision and will not interfere with the driver's ability to maintain ~
control of the vehicle.

NOTE

When you sell your vehicle, we urge you to explain to the buyer that it is
equipped with SRS AIRBAGS by alerting him to the applicable section in
this owner’'s manual.

H System servicing (for OUTBACK models)
/A WARNING

e When discarding an airbag module or scrapping the entire car
damaged by a collision, consult your SUBARU dealer.

¢ The SRS AIRBAG has no user-serviceable parts. Tampering with
or disconnecting the system’s wiring could result in accidental infla-
tion of the airbag or could make the system inoperative, which may
result in serious injury. For required servicing of the SRS AIRBAG,
see your nearest SUBARU dealer.

| A CAUTION
The Impact sensors are located in both front fenders and under

the center console. if you need service or repair in those areas or
near the steering wheel and column, we recommend that you
| have an authorized SUBARU dealer perform the work.

To ensure its long-term reliability, the SRS AIRBAG must be inspected by
a SUBARU dealer ten years after the date of manufacture, which is
shown on the certification label attached to the driver’s door jamb.
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M System servicing (for all models except OUTBACK)
A\ WARNING

e When discarding an airbag module or scrapping the entire car
damaged by a collision, consult your SUBARU dealer.

e The SRS AIRBAG has no user-serviceable parts. Tampering with
or disconnecting the system’s wiring could result in accidental infla-
tion of the airbag or could make the system inoperative, which may
result in serious injury. For required servicing of the SRS AIRBAG,
see your nearest SUBARU dealer.

/A CAUTION
The impact sensors are located under the cenier consols. i you
nieed service or repair In this area or near the steering wheel and
column, we recommend that you have an authorized SUBARU
dealer perform the work.

To ensure its long-term reliability, the SRS AIRBAG must be inspected by
a SUBARU dealer ten years after the date of manufacture, which is
shown on the certification label attached to the driver's door jamb.
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