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fenders, and suspension. Flush all parts at frequent intervals with plain
water to reduce the harmful effects of such agents. After washing the ve-
hicle, remove water to prevent freezing, especially from the doors, trunk
lid, and rear gate.

Trailer towing

Your car is designed and intended to be used primarily as a passenger-
carrying vehicle. Towing a trailer puts additional loads on your car’s en-
gine, drive train, brakes, tires and suspension and has an adverse effect
on fuel economy. If you do decide to tow a trailer, your safety and satis-
faction depend upon proper use of correct equipment and cautious op-
eration of your vehicle. Seek the advice of a professional trailer and/or
hitch supplier to assist you in purchasing a hitch and other necessary
towing equipment appropriate for your vehicle. In addition, be sure to fol-
low the instructions on correct installation and use provided by the trailer
and other towing equipment manufacturers. SUBARU assumes no re-
sponsibility for injuries or vehicle damage that result from trailer towing
equipment, or from any errors or omissions in the instructions accompa-
nying such equipment or for your failure to follow the proper instructions.

M Warranties and maintenance

SUBARU warranties do not apply to vehicle damage or malfunction
caused by trailer towing. If you use your vehicle to tow a trailer, more
frequent maintenance will be required due to the additional load. Under
no circumstances should a trailer be towed with a new vehicle or a ve-
hicle with any new power train component (engine, transmission, differ-
ential, wheel bearings, etc.) for the first 1,000 miles (1,600 km) of driving.

B Maximum load limits

/\ CAUTION
Never exceed the m&ximum load limits axpiaimd bakm ﬁxme&

ing the maximum load limits could cause personal injury and/or
vehicle damage.
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The total trailer weight (trailer weight plus its cargo weight) with brakes
must never exceed 2,000 ibs (907 kg).

The Gross Vehicle Weight (i.e., the combined weight of vehicle, driver,
passengers, luggage, trailer hitch, trailer tongue load and any other op-
tional equipment installed on your vehicle) must never exceed the Gross
Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR). GVWR is shown on the certification plate
located on the left center pillar of your vehicle.

The total weight applied to each axle must never exceed the Gross Axle
Weight Rating (GAWR). The front and rear GAWR are also shown on the
certification plate.

The maximum trailer tongue load must never exceed 165 Ibs. (75 kg).
The tongue load can be adjusted by proper distribution of the load in the
trailer. Never load the trailer with more weight in the back than the front;
approximately 60 percent of the trailer load should be in the front and
approximately 40 percent in the rear. Also, distribute the load as evenly
as possible on both the left and right sides.

To check both GVWR and GAWR and to confirm that the total weight and
weight distribution are within safe driving limits, you should have your ve-
hicle and trailer weighed at a commercial weighing station.

Be sure that all cargo is firmly secured to prevent a change in weight
distribution while driving.

M Trailer hitches

s Adequate s}a traller brakes are mi:eﬁ when the tfaiier aud
ita cargo axeeed 1,000 ibs (453 kg) total weight. :

Choose a proper hitch for your vehicle and trailer. SUBARU does not of-
fer accessory trailer hitches. Consult with a professional hitch supplier to
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assist you in choosing an appropriate hitch for your vehicle. Be sure to
follow all of the hitch manufacturer’s instructions for installation and use.

M Trailer lights

| A CAUTION .
| Direct splicing or other improper connection may damage your
| vehicle’s electrical system and cause a malfunction of your ve-
| hicle lighting system.

Consult your authorized SUBARU dealer concerning the connection of
wires for trailer lights. Check for correct operation of the turn signals and
brake lights each time you hitch up.

M Tire pressure
Make sure that all the tires on your vehicle are inflated to the pressure
specified on the tire placard located on the left center pillar of your ve-

hicle. Trailer tire condition, size, load rating and proper inflation pressure

should be in accordance with the trailer and tire manufacturer's specifi-
cations.

M Trailer towing tips

When towing a trailer, steering, stability, stopping distance and braking
performance will vary from normal operation. For safety’s sake, you
should employ extra caution when towing a trailer and you should never
speed.

You should aiso keep the following tips in mind:

Sufficient time should be taken to learn the “feel” of the vehicleftrailer
combination before starting out on a trip. In an area free of traffic, prac-
tice turning, stopping and backing up.

You should allow for considerably more stopping distance when towing a
trailer. Avoid sudden braking because it may result in skidding or jack-
knifing and loss of control.

Avoid abrupt starts and sudden accelerations. If your vehicle has a
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manual transmission, always start out in 1st gear and release the clutch
at moderate engine rpm.

Avoid uneven steering, sharp turns and rapid lane changes.

Slow down before turning. Make a longer than normal turning radius be-
cause the trailer wheels will be closer than the vehicle wheels to the in-
side of the turn. In a tight turn, the trailer could hit your vehicle.

Crosswinds will adversely affect the handling of your vehicle and trailer,
causing sway. Crosswinds can be due to weather conditions or the
passing of large trucks or buses. If swaying occurs, firmly grip the steer-
ing wheel and immediately slow down gradually.

When passing other vehicles, considerable distance is required because
of the added weight and length caused by attaching a trailer to your ve-
hicle.

Before going down a steep hill, slow down and shift into low gear in or-
der to utilize the engine braking effect and prevent overheating of your
vehicle’s brakes. Do not make sudden downshifts.

When going uphill on hot days, turn off your air conditioner to reduce the
possibility of engine overheating caused by the added load of the trailer.
Pay attention to your water temperature gauge.

If your vehicle has an automatic transmission, avoid using the accelera-
tor pedal to stay stationary on an uphill slope instead of using the park-
ing brake or foot brake. This may cause the transmission fluid to over-
heat.

Always block the wheels under both vehicle and trailer when parking.
Apply the parking brake firmly. You should not park on a hill or slope. But
if parking on a hill or slope cannot be avoided, you should take the fol-
lowing steps:

1. Apply the brakes and hold the pedal down.

2. Have someone place wheel blocks under both the vehicle and trailer
wheels.

3. When the wheel blocks are in place, release the regular brakes slowly
until the blocks absorb the load.
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4. Apply the regular brakes and then apply the parking brake; slowly re-
lease the regular brakes.

5. Shift into 1st or reverse gear (manual transmission) or “P” (automatic
transmission) and shut off the engine.

Catalytic converter

To avoid damage to the catalytic converter:
Do not start the engine by pushing or pulling your vehicle.
Do not turn off the ignition switch while the vehicle is moving.
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