Starting and operating

actions may cause clutch damage.

Do not drive with your hand resting on the shift lever. This may cause
wear on the transmission components.

When it is necessary to reduce vehicle speed due to slow traffic, turning
corners, or driving up steep hills, downshift to a lower gear before the
engine starts to labor.

On steep downgrades, downshift the transmission to 4th, 3rd or 2nd
gear as necessary; this helps to maintain a safe speed and to extend
brake pad life.
In this way, the engine provides a braking effect. Remember, if you “ride”
(over use) the brakes while descending a hill, they may overheat and not
work properly.

Automatic transmission

/\ CAUTION

e Shift into the “P” or “R” position only after the vehicle is com-
pletely stopped. Shifting while the vehicle is moving may cause
damage to the transmission.

e Do not race the engine for more than five seconds in any posi-
tion except the “N” or “P” position when the brake is set or the
tires are on blocks. This may cause the automatic transmission
fluid to overheat.

The automatic transmission is an electronically controlled with 4-forward
speeds and 1-reverse speed.
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The selector lever has seven positions.
The release button must be pushed to select the “P”, “R", or “2” posi-
tions.

V¥ P (Park)

This position is for parking the vehicle and starting the engine,

In this position, the transmission is mechanically:docked to prevent the
vehicle from rolling freely.

When you park the vehicle, first set the parking brake fully, then shift
into the “P" position. Do not hold the vehicle only with the transmis-
sion.

The shift interlock function is employed in this automatic transmission
system to ensure safety of starting the vehicle.

To shift the selector lever from the “P” to the any other position, you
have to depress the brake pedal fully then push the release button on
the selector lever when the ignition switch is in the "ON” position. This
prevents the vehicle from lurching off when starting.

If the shift lever should not move from the “P" position with the brake
pedal depressed and the release button pushed in, refer to Shift Lock
Release section in this chapter.
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V¥ R (Reverse)
This position is for backing the vehicle.

To shift from the "N” to “R" position, first stop the vehicle completely
then move the lever to the “R" position while pushing the release but-
ton.

WV N (Neutral)

This position is for restarting a stalled engine.

In this position the wheels and transmission are not locked. In this
position, the transmission is neutral; the vehicle will roll freely, even on
the slightest incline unless the parking brake or brakes are on.

VY D (Drive)

This position is for normal driving.

The transmission automatically shifts into a suitable gear from 1st to
4th according to the vehicle speed and the acceleration you require.

When more acceleration is required in this position, press the acceler-
ator pedal fully to the floor and hold that position. The transmission
will automatically downshift to 3rd, 2nd or 1st gear. When you release
the pedal, the transmission will return to the original gear position.

V¥ 3 (Third)

This position is for using engine braking when going down a hill or for
climbing a grade.

The transmission automatically shifts into a suitable gear from 1st to
3rd according to the vehicle speed and the acceleration you require.

When more acceleration is required in this position, press the acceler-
ator pedal fully to the floor and hold that position. The transmission
will automatically downshift to 2nd or 1st gear. When you release the
pedal, the transmission will return to the original gear position.
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V¥ 2 (Second)
To shift from the “3” to “2” position, push the release button.

This position is for using engine braking when going down a hill or for
climbing a steep grade.

In this position, the transmission holds in the 2nd gear.
Use this position when starting off from a standstill on slippery road
surfaces such as mud or snow. It will ensure greater traction.

V 1 (First)

This position is for driving up or down very steep grades, or driving
through mud or sand, or on slippery surfaces. In this position, the
transmission holds in the 1st gear.

B Maximum speeds
Never drive with the tachometer needle in the critical engine speed
range except for brief acceleration in an emergency.

H Driving tips

e Always apply the foot or parking brake when the vehicle is stopped in
the “D”, “3", “2", “1”, or “R” position.

e Always set the parking brake when parking your vehicie. Do not hold
the vehicle only with the transmission.

e Never shift into the “D", “3", “2" or “1” position while backing the ve-
hicle.

e Do not keep the vehicle in a stationary position on an uphill grade by
using the "D", “3", "2” or “1” position. Use the brake instead.

H Shift lock release

If the selector lever does not move from the “P” position with the brake
pedal depressed and the release button pushed in, perform the follow-
ing steps:

To override the shift lock:

1. Set the parking brake and stop the engine.
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2. Open the center console and remove two screws securing the park-
ing brake lever cover.

3. Remove the parking brake lever cover by pulling up on the cover's
rear end. _

4. Remove the selector lever cover by pulling up the cover’s rear end.

HB0204

5. Insert the phillips screwdriver into the hole.

6. Push down on the screwdriver while pushing the release button and
move the selector lever from the “P” to the “N” position.

7. Remove the screwdriver from the hole. Depress the brake pedal and
start the engine.

Take your vehicle to the nearest SUBARU dealer immediately to have the
system repaired.
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